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society and the business of Government is close
and constant* Clever men and wealthy men go
into Parliament, and aspire to an influential position
there, very often in order that they may make good
their footing in that circle to which nearly all the
members of one House, and many of those in the
other House, belong.

But of this circle the Court is the natural and
official centre. Round it the whole social firma-
ment revolves. That body of well-to-do persons,
in whose luxurious life so many millions of other
people are interested, is itself interested in Eoyalty.
"What the King and the Queen, and the other
members of their family say, and do, and think,
constitutes for them a kind of minor ethical code,
a rule of manners, and conduct. If the King were
not allowed to sign another proclamation, or to
receive another report from his Prime Minister, this
circumstance alone must continue to render him an
active force in affairs.

Political action is not, and cannot be, limited to
the making of laws and the management of the
'public departments. Denied the control of these
matters, the Sovereign has been encouraged to pay
attention to other branches of national activity. Art,
literature, science, and the stage, he is expected to
patronise with judgment. He has been permitted to
assume the position of Chief Almoner to the nation,
to be the directing mind in the sphere of charitable
beneficence. Many of the great movements for im-
proving the condition of the masses, for supplying
them with better dwellings, hospital attendance,
good nursing, and relief in distress, are supervised
or inspired by the Eoyal Family.